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The Temiskaming harvest was quite 
disappointing this year, and unlike 
last year when insect problems were 
big news, the issue in 2014 was strictly 
weather related.  A “traditional” win-
ter held spring off by 2 to 3 weeks, but 
planting was completed on most farms. 
Unfortunately, the high temperatures 
that are normally associated with June 
and July never showed up! Despite this, 
the mood was upbeat during the mid-
July field tours hosted by local farms 
and the Temiskaming Crop Coalition. 

Early August did provide a dry period 
for harvest, but the trend toward rain 
was soon initiated, and the whole situ-
ation went steadily downhill until the 
snow fell and stayed in early November. 

Canola had been hard hit by Swede 
Midge in 2013, and this year trials were 
underway to evaluate protective mea-
sures across Ontario. In Temiskaming, 
only about half of the test area was har-
vested, but harvest in the south was more 
successful. The Ontario Canola Growers 
Association hope to have Provincial re-
sults available in the new year. 

As for other crops, Spring Wheat was 
good very early on, but the longer 
it stayed in the fields, the lower the 
Falling Number went until most samples 
were classified as feed. (This is provid-
ed that the Vomitoxin levels aren’t too 
high!) Barley also had Vomitoxin issues, 

Evaluating the 2014 Harvest
By Graham Gambles, RCC (Based on files from Terry Philipps, CCA)

This photo pretty much sums up a disappointing season in Earlton and across much 
of the North. A quick incorporation follows a thorough mulching of a corn field. 
Some farmers say that this is the first year in four decades that they have been un-
able to harvest some crops. An optimist with a positive spin would suggest that this 
is one way to increase soil organic matter!

mailto:firstname.lastname@ontario.ca
mailto:wfarms@amtelecom.net
mailto:gamblesgraham@yahoo.ca
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Go to GeoVisage, http://geovisage.nipissingu.ca
for Current and Historical Weather Data

TEMISKAMING CROPS COALITION 
& 

GRAIN FARMERS  NORTH 15

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON 

January 16, 2015
Riverside Place, New Liskeard, ON

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  - GFO Presentation

12:00 p.m. to  1:00 p.m.  -  Lunch

1:00 p.m. to   3:00 p.m.  - Various Agricultural Speakers

Annual Membership Fee Required 
- $20.00 (includes lunch)

For more information, please contact:

Dennis Jibb (TCC President) 705-563-2881
Kevin Runnalls ( GFO Rep.) 705-622-1870

a partnership of:

Temiskaming Soil & Crop 
Improvement Association

N.E. Ontario  
Wheat Growers

Temiskaming 
Grain Growers

Supporting temiSkaming FarmerS

Leaders in Innovation
Northern Ontario and Russia have more in common than just 
long, cold winters. They also have alpha vodka. In the town of 
Hearst, Rheault Distillery uses a recipe from the Romanov Empire 
to create a quadruple-distilled wheat-based alcohol. And while 
the distillery won't give away all its secrets, it will reveal its use 
of milk in its final stage of distillation. The result is a smooth, 
subtle taste with a silky finish. Rheault believes northern wheat 
is particularly well suited to vodka production: the long hours of 
summer daylight create a grain with higher sugar content. With 
LCBO sales growing rapidly this year, the small-batch artisan dis-
tillery is creating a new market for local wheat producers - and 
a taste of Russia half a world away.

Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence

Minister Jeff Leal, Marcel Rheault, Mireille Morin, Premier Wynne

http://geovisage.nipissingu.ca
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Bioenergy Economy educational seminar 
was put on by the Biomass Innovation 
(BIC) Centre in North Bay’s Nippissing 
University and was presented by Dawn 
Lamb and Jeff Borisko. New or relevant 
information include:

•�the�development�of�a� combustor�by�
Volter Finnish that produces 30 kw elec-
tricity and 80 kw of heat, enough for a 
couple of homes. One is being delivered 
to Timmins resort

•�A�non-steam�Rankin�Cycle)�combined�
heat and power (CHP) is available that 
used silicone to drive the turbine that 
produces electricity. It is known as 
the most reliable and safest small CHP 
systems in the 1 meg scale. These are 
Austrian or German and were not rep-
resented at the session. The ORC  CHP  
would appear to be the most tailored 
technology for small town FIT CHP and 
should be investigated further.

•�There�are�many�high�value�biochemi-
cals available in wood that have market 
demand. The lowest value is the com-
bustion of wood. When technology 
advances the optimum values will be 
derived from a bioprocess as the initial 
activity followed by combustion.

•�The� BIC� is� interested� in� supporting�
a couple of Bio economy Regional 
Assessments. This would include the as-
sessment of the potential for bioenergy 
development with the ultimate aim of 
having an operator manage and dis-
tribute the material. This would be a 
supporting research to back a request 
for a long term commitment from the 
MNR for biomass supply. 

The Conference Key Points

Biomass.. The Northern Pipeline
Ontario is harvesting less than half of the 
sustainable cut level of the province due 
to the slowdown in the housing market 
which was our key focus. Many companies 
and government agencies are working to 
develop processes that can use the wood 
components as replacement for chemical 
now derived from the fossil fuels. There 
is a growing market for these chemicals 

and active areas for refinement look to 
be the Sault Ste Marie area for extraction 
and the Sarnia area for refinement. There 
is some market based activity but mostly 
research is the driver.

Big Data and Smart Cities
Paul Beach the Manager of the Geomatics 
Centre detailed how they have mapped 
every service feature of their city on visual 
data maps that locate further information 
spatially. This information (water, sewers, 
electrical, communication, and gas) allow 
citizens to get targeted information and 
protection in the event of a service failure. 
Sault Ste Marie is a leader in integrated 
mapping of services and as a result have 
played a role in bringing this technology 
to other cities.

Advanced Technologies
Ground Storage: Bill Wong was the Leidos 
project engineer with the Okotos Solar 
district energy system. The key feature of 
the projects is a year-around heat storage 
that allows solar heat from the summer to 
be kept and used over the winter months. 
The storage is geothermal using a series 
of looped pipes in 35 meter deep drilled 
wells. The wells are drilled in concentric 
circles allowing the core to retain heat 
with temperature levels of up to 75 de-
grees Celsius. The flow that puts the heat 
in the core in the summer is simply re-
versed in the winter when heat is needed. 
This project has been in operation for 7 
years and  functions effectively with a 
growing core temperature throughout 
the yearly cycle.

Solar Panel: Martin Pochtaruk principal 
of Heliene a manufacturer of Solar panels 
in the Sault introduced his company and 

the challenges in the current market since 
the government removed the provincial 
content requirement. We should check 
out price and availability when purchas-
ing our panels.

Smart Grid: Speakers Craig Rizzo Leidos 
Engineering discussed the integration of 
energy flow and the efficiency it allowed 
the consumer. In effect consumers be-
came producers as well feeding energy 
into the system at times it was required 
and taking it when system excess occurred. 
The efficiency would result from the de-
creased cost of stand by capacity as well 
as the reduced long distance movement 
of power. In addition the ability of com-
munities to island could reduce down time 
of networks that is growing on our ag-
ing distribution systems. They suggested 
that communities might start by having  
protected areas fed with power from com-
munity sources. Currently due to technical 
restrictions islanding is not allowed on net-
work connections. Isolated communities 
not connected to the grid are the only ones 
that are allowed to island.

Funding and Finance
Northern Heritage Fund,  through the 
former Sault Ste Marie EDO Bruce Strapp 
now Executive Director of NOHF, talked of 
the support that they have supplied to the 
renewable energy sector. Much but not all 
of the funds are directed through a mu-
nicipally owned company. In discussions 
it was acknowledged there was $22M of 
government funding supplied for a $30M 
solar farm that the city now owns. As a 
result the city will be earning $3-4 M per 
year after payback in 2-3 years. Pay back 
to the community for one 10 Meg Solar 
farm will be in the range $60M.

F u n d i n g  o f  c o m m u n i t y  e n e r g y 
projec ts with the suppor t of the 
municipality should now be available us-
ing Infrastructure Ontario financing. This 
will drop the huge cost of capital and 
make projects once thought to be uneco-
nomical to be profitable.

A Bioenergy Update
by Ambrose Raftis, President, Green Timiskaming. 
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Plusieurs champs de l’Ontario n’ont pas 

besoin de semences traitées avec des néo-

nicotinoïdes.

Évaluez les risques de 

dommages posés par les 

insectes de début de saison

•�� Remplir� la� liste� de� contrôle� pour�

l’évaluation des ravageurs du maïs ou 

du soya pour votre ferme.

•�Utiliser�la�liste�de�contrôle�pour�cibler�

l’emploi de semences de maïs ou de soya 

traitées avec des insecticides dans les 

champs qui sont considérés à risque.

•�Consulter� le�Guide�des� ravageurs�de�

début de saison des grandes cultures 

pour de plus amples renseignements 

sur l’identification des ravageurs, les 

techniques de dépistage et les straté-

gies de lutte antiparasitaire intégrée. 

(www.gfo.ca /pestguide en anglais 

seulement)).

•�Consulter� le� lien� internet� suivant�

Ontario.ca /bx19 pour savoir quels 

hybrides de maïs sont offerts avec seule-

ment un traitement fongicide en vue de 

la saison culturale 2015 en Ontario.

Consultez le lien internet suivant Ontario.

ca/bx19 pour savoir si l’emploi de semenc-

es non traitées avec des néonicotinoïdes 

constitue une option pour vous.

Devez-vous utiliser 
des semences de 
maïs et de soya 
traitées avec des 
insecticides?
Tracey Baute, entomologie, 
charge de programme—grandes 
cultures, MAAARO

Continued from page 1

Evaluating the 2014 Harvest
depending on harvest date. Oats were of 
good quality early on, but with the fre-
quency of lodging issues, plus time left 
in the field, oats became unsuitable for 
the Quaker market and eventually dete-
riorated to feed grade. It was noted that 
some of the lodged fields had low bushel 
weight, which also took the crop out of 
premium markets. 

Soybean harvest has been a challenge, 
with a very small window with decent 
conditions for harvest. Yields are low, 
(25-30 bushels/acre) and quality varies, 
depending on the bean’s development 
stage at frost. Most were Grade 3 to 
Sample. Markets for soy are getting con-
cerned on the level of oil quality, and 
they are tightening initial parameters 

for receiving the crop (Grade 3 & 4 only). 

Moisture levels were also very high, so 

this made for a slow and expensive dry-

ing period. 

In regards to corn, a FEW fields of early 

planted corn under plastic, put in place 

by the SAMCO planters, were harvested 

at a “Decent” quality. However, most 

of the regional corn crop, regardless of 

planter, was tough, with most everything 

past Silage being written off as not worth 

harvesting, or unmarketable. 

All in all, 2014 was not a positive year 

for grain and oilseed production in 

Temiskaming.

The Earlton Farm Show will be held April 10th & 11th, 2015.  It will be the 4th year held 
at the Earlton Arena but the 49th year of the show

We provide Farm Land Clearing to assist in revitalization of old crop lands.
We have an extensive array of machinery designed to clear land of any 
trees and brush.  Our qualified and experienced cutters and machine 

operators will remove any trees, brush or debris you request as well as 
any roughage to ensure your land is ready for crops.

www.youngforestryservices.com 
Phone: 705.472.7400

Marieke Patton
Territory Sales Manager

Mobile: 519-766-5205
Email: marieke.patton@bayer.com
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NORTHERN ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL ROUND TABLE

The Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance 
hosted the Northern Ontario Ag Round Table in 
Sudbury on October 28 & 29, 2014.  Over 75 
attendees from government & funding agencies, 
educational institutions, and producers from 
various commodity groups and regions 
participated in a series of workshops focused on: 

 Agriculture Sector Analysis & Research 
Priorities 

 Research Outreach and Extension 
 Research Collaboration across Northern 

Ontario. 

A speaker session was also held with 
participation from the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Council, FedNor, Northern Ontario 
Heritage Fund Corporation and the Northern 
Producer Animal Health Network.   

The findings from the Round Table have been 
summarized in a working report found at 
www.nofia-agri.com.  This information will be 
expanded upon in further publications and 
partnerships are currently being sought to 
address various research needs. 

NOFIA would like to thank the attendees for 
their enthusiastic and engaged participation!  
NOFIA would also like to thank OMAFRA, 
David Trivers and Brian Bell for helping plan 
and facilitate the workshops.   

*Please contact NOFIA if a hard copy is preferred.     

Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance 
PO Box 2976, New Liskeard, ON. P0J 1P0 
705-647-4783     nofia.on@gmail.com

NOFIA would like to thank its partners in delivering the Northern Ontario Agricultural Round Table:

Please comment on the 
findings & specific agricultural 

attributes in your region. 
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“It’s kind of fun to do the impossible.”
– Walt Disney

“Dream as if you’ll live forever, 
live as if you’ll die today.”

– James Dean

“Life is what happens to you when 
your’re busy making other plans.”

– John Lennon

“Try to learn something about everything 
and everything about something.”

– Thomas Henry Huxley

“Many people look forward to the New 
Year for a new start of old habits.”

– Unknown

“Really great people make you feel 
that you, too, can become great.”

– Mark Twain

Analytical services for
when you need to be

sure!
1-503 Imperial Rd N     Guelph, ON      N1H 6T9 
(519) 837-1600      (800) 265-7175 
www.agtest.com                              www.sgs.ca 

ca.agri.guelph.lab@sgs.com 

CO-OPÉRATIVE RÉGIONALE 
DE NIPISSING-SUDBURY LIMITED

ALGOMA 
Algoma AG Center 

Tel: 705-248-2201 Fax: 705-248-1109 
Toll Free: 1-800-361-9255 

THORNLOE 
Tem AG Center 

Tel: 705-647-6639 Fax: 705-647-9699 
Toll Free: 1-800-861-7217 

VERNER 
Verner AG Center 

Tel: 705-594-1268 Fax: 705-594-2229 
Toll Free: 1-800-361-9255

®

S

Claude Péloquin
Regional Program Lead

Cell: 705 491 5094
Claude.peloquin@ontariosoilcrop.org            www.ontariosoilcrop.org

 Mary Scott and Michel Champagne
 Workshop Leaders

ONTARIO SOIL AND 
CROP IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION
1 Stone Road West, Guelph, ON  N1G 4Y2

Parry Sound, Muskoka 

Algoma, Cochrane, Manitoulin 

Temiskaming, Sudbury, Nipissing 

Rainy River, Thunder Bay, Kenora

Serving the Agricultural 
Community with Quality 

Lime and Limestone Products

Miller Minerals
A Division of Miller Paving Limited

P.O. Box 248 
New Liskeard, Ontario  P0J 1P0 

Tel: (705) 672-2282
Fax: (705) 672-2746

in partnership with:

Temiskaming Soil & Crop 
Improvement Association

N.E. Ontario Wheat Growers
Temiskaming Grain Growers

ZONE 15
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Canada-Ontario 
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)

Producers are invited to attend FREE EFP
(Fourth Edition) Workshops to:

Learn about best management practices
Develop an action plan for their farm

Learn about cost-share funding opportunities

Start the business planning process by attending 
this FREE two-day interactive workshop.  

You will:  • Assess business management practices  
• Determine priorities and key goals  

• Develop realistic action plans 
• Learn about cost-share funding opportunities

Register Online at www.ontariosoilcrop.org

Workshops and Webinars in your area

Food Safety Webinars
Looking to keep up to date on the latest food safety practices and
help strengthen your Growing Forward 2 application? Join us for

any or all of the food safety workshops, covering a variety of
important food safety topics. All workshops are online as

webinars, taken from the comfort of your home or business. 

Growing Your Farm Profits
Planning for Business Success

Biosecurity Workshop
At this one-day workshop, an experienced veterinarian will show you

the benefits of having an on-farm biosecurity program, and identify
key practices which will enhance biosecurity measures on your farm.

Maximizing Your Traceability
Investment Workshop

This in-class workshop will focus on how you can gain a competitive
advantage and improve your bottom line with your traceability
system.  Real life examples and business profiles focused on

traceability best practices will be examined throughout the workshop.

Growing Your Farm Profits
Location Day 1 Day 2
Earlton January 5 January 12
Matheson January 6 January 13
Kapuskasing January 7 January 14
Powassan January 10 January 17
Verner January 24 January 31
Massey February 17 February 24
Bruce Mines February 27 March 6
Mindemoya March 24 March 31
En Français
Earlton 13 mars 20 mars
Verner 14 mars 21 mar

Environmental Farm Plan - Northeast
Location Day 1 Day 2
Massey January 16 January 23
Bruce Mines February 5 February 12
Powassan February 7 February 14
Earlton February 9 February 16
Matheson February 10 February 17
Kapuskasing February 11 February 18
Verner February 21 February 28
Mindemoya March 2 March 9
En Français
Earlton 27 mars 3 avril
Verner 28 mars 4 avril

Qualified Labour Needs?
Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief 
survey of Ontario Ag producers to determine:

•�Shortages�of�qualified�labour

•�Education,�training�&�skills�development�needs�of�producers,�families,�workers

•�Distance/proximity�limitations�to�obtaining�required�training

Please go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SoilCrop

On Dec. 16/14, 16 members and guests 
met in Val Caron to plan for the upcoming 
year. The Provincial Director’s report high-
lighted the changes to the OSCIA grant 
structure, which will be effective April 01, 
2015. Tier One grants will support County/
District activities for educational events 
(speakers, field days, bus tours, etc.) as 
well as ONE year field crop trials or other 
demonstrations. The maximum available 
per association will be $1500.00, at 100% 
cost share. Tier Two grants will replace 
previous Major grants, Partner grants, 
and Paired Partner grants.  All Tier Two 
grants will now require the support of 2 
or more Counties/Districts. It will provide 
up to $30,000 for a maximum 3 year peri-
ord in support of projects for Soil Health, 
Seed Health, and Nutrient Management. 
Selection of the projects will be based on 
the merit of the proposal. The Director 
also noted that  the Soil Champion Award, 
introduced in 2014, is open for nomina-
tions until Dec.15, 2014. 

In support of the new grant system, Dan 
Poulin spoke in support of developing a 
project on GPS mapping of soil sampling 
and automatic application of the appro-
priate analysis and amount of nutrient.  
This project will be developed further 
at the Feb.18 Directors project meeting. 
Janet Parsons spoke to the meeting to in-
dicate that West Nipissing was developing 
another application to NOHFC for land 
clearing or tile drainage funding, and will 
be accepting any indications of interest 
from farmers. Mary Scott spoke on the 
funding opportunities presented by the 
GF2, EFP, and OSCIA programs. Stephanie 
Vanthof from NOFIA gave an update on 
the organizations objectives, and the cur-
rent status of activities to that end. They 
plan to soon employ a person who will 
be tasked with developing a Northern 
Ontario Information Hub. It will catalogue 
information on existing organizations in 
the north. 

Jim Found was acclaimed as President, as 
was Steve Mailloux as Vice. Mack Emiry 
continues as Treasurer. Neil Tarlton was 
nominated to represent the group at the 
OSCIA AGM, and Jim Found will be the 
delegate to the NEOSCIA AGM in Earlton. 

AGM of 
SUDBURY SCIA
By Mack Emiry, Treasurer, SSCIA
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“Doubt can only be removed by action.”
– Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

“A mother is not a person to lean on but a 
person to make leaning unnecessary.”

– Dorothy C, Fisher

“The greatest barrier to success 
is the fear of failure.”

– Sven Goran Eriksson

“The biggest mistake people make 
in life is not trying to make a living or 

doing what they most enjoy.”
– Malcolm Forbes

“You can delegate authority, 
but not responsibility.”

– Stephen W. Comiskey

“To play it safe is not to play.”
– Robert Altman

Put your confidence in the 
DEKALB® BRAND 

We bring you the latest     
technology in

Northern Ontario.

www.dekalb.ca
DEKALB® and DEKALB and Design®  are registered trademarks of  Monsanto Technology 
LLC, Monsanto Canada, Inc. licensee.  ©2010 Monsanto Canada Inc. 

1-800-387-3232

Flexible Financing

® Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

We can't predict the weather, but we can help 

you plan for your future needs.

That's why we've developed a program to finance 

your business called Scotia Flex® for Agriculture.

For More Information please contact one of 

our Agriculture Banking Advisors at your

local Scotiabank Branch.

DARREN GRAY 
New Liskeard, Ontario 
705-676-6710

Quality Seeds Ltd.
8400 Huntington Road 
RR #1 Woodbridge Ontario L4L 1A5 
905-856-7333, 1-877-856-7333 
support@qualityseeds.ca, 
www.qualityseeds.ca

Committed to 
Sustainable 
Agriculture

www.temiskamingshores.ca
1-705-672-3363

3 AND 5 STAR 
PROGRAMS 

PROGRAMMES 
DE FERTILISATION 
3 ET 5 ÉTOILES 

112 Ontario Street 
Notre-Dame-du-Nord 

SYNAGRI.CA 

FERTILIZE / FERTILISEZ 

SOW / SEMEZ 

PROTECT / PROTECT 

DIFFERENTLY 
DIFFÉREMMENT www.johnvanthof.com

John Vanthof MPP/député
Timiskaming-Cochrane

New Liskeard Of ce/Bureau
247 Whitewood Ave., Box 398 

Pinewoods Ctr., Unit 5
New Liskeard, ON  P0J 1P0

Toll Free: 1-888-701-1105
Fax: (705) 647-1976

Email: jvanthof-co@ndp.on.ca

Working for you in 
Timiskaming-Cochrane

Travailler pour vous dans 
Timiskaming-Cochrane

1, rue Prinicipale Est,  
Verner (ON)  P0H 2M0
www.caissealliance.com

Stéphane Méthot, M.Sc.
Directeur général / General Manager 

stephane.p.methot@acpol.com

• Téléphone : 705.594.2389 poste 202 
• Télécopieur : 705.594.9423

“We Do More Than Just Agricultural Loans!”
•VOTRE PARTENAIRE FINANCIER•



22

Breaking Ground (in Northeastern Ontario)

22

In the spring, RAIN and its partners an-
nounced a new funding initiative for 
local food and agricultural producers in 
northern Ontario. Launched in March, 
the Sustainable New Agri-Food Products 
(SNAP) Program provided farmers or agri-
food businesses up to $5,000 toward the 
purchase of equipment to create new ag-
riculture or food products. The program 
is closed and in the final stage of review, 
with successful applicants being notified 
in early December. 

Algoma Highlands Wild Blueberry Farm 
in Wawa, Ontario was one of the busi-
nesses awarding funding under the SNAP 
program. The wild blueberry farm was 
successful in receiving funding for com-
mercial kettles and food processors to 
create value-added blueberry products 
including jams, BBQ sauce and syrup at 
an on-farm commercial kitchen process-
ing facility. Other projects from across 
the north have been awarded since June, 
with some businesses already marketing 
their new agriculture and food products.

The $290,000 in funding for the SNAP 
Program, provided by the Northern 
Ontario Development Program through 
FedNor and Industry Canada, is admin-
istered by a group of organizations 
from across the north. The Rural Agri-
Innovation Network in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Eat Local Sudbury Cooperative in Sudbury, 
Northeast Community Network (NeCN) in 
Kapuskasing, and Clover Valley Farmers’ 

Market in Fort Frances regionally deliv-
ered the program. The SNAP Program was 
a pilot, and is in the evaluation stage to 
determine whether it will be reintroduced 
in coming years.

For farther information about this pro-
gram, please call 705-942-7927 Ext. 3024 
or visit: www.rainalgoma.ca/SNAP 

Foodies and Farmers 
Discuss Local Food 
Strategy for Sault Area
On November 21st and 22nd, 2014, the 
Sault & Area Food Summit took place in 
downtown Sault Ste. Marie. Organized by 
the RAIN, the two-day Food Summit kicked-
off Friday evening with a Harvest Dinner 
Fundraiser which raised nearly $5,000 for 
the Soup Kitchen’s Good Food Box. 

Saturday, the Food Summit continued 
with an interactive community discus-
sion. Guest speakers from across the north 
shared their experiences, including Kendal 
Donahue of Eco Superior Environmental 
Programs in Thunder Bay. Kendal shared 
how Thunder Bay and Area have success-
fully implemented a Food Strategy, which 
is a community-led approach to identify-
ing issues and solutions for the region’s 
food system. 

“The Food Strategy aims to lay out the 
principles of a healthy and sustainable 
food system—principles like access to 
healthy food for all, preserving and 
maintaining local waters and agricultural 
lands, and encouraging regional and lo-

cal food self-reliance,” explained Kendal.

Many community groups and individuals 
in the Sault area are working on similar 
issues, and gathered Saturday to share 
experiences and form strategic partner-
ships. Farmers, foodies, and community 
organizations discussed how issues such 
as food skills, food security, and food ac-
cess can be addressed in the Sault area, 
and established actions and goals for the 
upcoming year regarding issues and op-
portunities in the local food system. 

To learn more about this event, or simi-
lar events in the future, please contact 
Katie Filion, RAIN Market Development 
Specialist, at kfilion@ssmic.com. 

RAIN Regional 
Infrastructure Program

In 2014, The Rural Agri- Innovation 
Network in partnership with the Sault Ste. 
Marie Innovation Centre was approved 
for $989,000 from the Northern Ontario 
Heritage Fund Corporation and the prov-
ince of Ontario to administer a Regional 
Tile Drainage Program for Algoma. 
Through this project, RAIN expects to 
Tile Drain approximately 1,700 acres on 
33 fields throughout the region by the 
summer of 2015. The program  has stimu-
lated the agricultural sector in Algoma by 
preparing more acres for high value crops 
with the services of Acton Contracting 
and Tulloch Engineering.  

To address the growing need for sub-sur-
face drainage systems and land expansion, 
RAIN is undergoing another consortia ap-
plication to NOHFC which would provide 
a 50% grant subsidy up to $500 per acre 
to eligible participants in the Algoma 
and Sudbury Regions for 2015-2016. 
Upon approval, we anticipate that over 
$3,000,000 in Agricultural Infrastructure 

Sustainable New Agri-Food Products (SNAP) Program 
Helps Northern Businesses Create Value-Added Products

Continued on page 23

http://www.rainalgoma.ca/SNAP
http://algomahighlands.com/
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Development projects in the Algoma, Manitoulin and Sudbury 
regions would be projected over the next 3 years.

For more information on how to apply for the 2015-2016 Regional 
Infrastructure Development Project, please contact Janette 
Wallace, Program Coordinator at 705-942-7927 x3135 or email 
jwallace@ssmic.com.

Data Unleashed Using Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS)
Researchers at RAIN recently unleashed the power of GIS and 
have been assembling key agricultural data for northern Ontario 
agriculture clusters. This data includes information on land use, 
soils, average climatic conditions, flow accumulation and infra-
structure (gas lines, grain elevators, tile drainage installations). 
This detailed information can be used to develop strategic oppor-
tunities for local farmers such as identifying suitable agricultural 
lands for specific crop needs or identify the most economic loca-
tions for new abattoirs.

The Algoma Rural Agri-Innovation Network (RAIN) is a project 

of the Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre (SSMIC) and NORDIK 

Institute, with collaboration and support from local agriculture 

associations, producers, businesses, municipalities, and funding 

organizations. For more information on RAIN projects, please 

contact: info@rainalgoma.ca or visit www.rainalgoma.ca

Sustainable New Agri-Food Products (SNAP) Program
Continued from page 22

http://www.rainalgoma.ca
mailto:info@rainalgoma.ca
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This month’s artwork comes from Justin Burry of Englehart.  
View more of his work at http://justin-burry.tripod.com

Algoma
Murray Cochrane,  
222 Ansonia Road,  
Thessalon ON  P0R 1L0  
705-842-5622
Email: scatacres@live.ca

Cochrane
Cindy Squirrell, RR#3, 
Cochrane ON  P0L 1C0  
705- 272-6470 
Email: cindysquirrell50@gmail.com 

Manitoulin
Marca Williamson,  
94 Watson’s Bay Road, 
Tehkummah ON  P0P 2C0  
705-859-2528 
Email: wfarms@amtelecom.net

Muskoka
Katya Riley,   
1375 Butter & Egg Road, 
Bracebridge ON  P1L 1X4  
705-764-1695 
Email: k.riley@sympatico.ca

Nipissing West/Sudbury East  
Normand Delorme,   
10946 Hwy. #17,    
Verner ON  P0H 2M0   
705-594-2324 
Email: normdiane@hotmail.com

Parry Sound/Nipissing East
John MacLaughlin,  
Box 454,   
Sundridge ON   P0A 1Z0   
705-384-7142 
Email: pineglen20@gmail.com

Sudbury West
Mack Emiry,  
106 Woolsey Road,  
Massey ON   P0P 1P0    
705-865-2249  
Email: macbeth@hotmail.ca

Temiskaming
Sheila Randell,  
257218 Hillview Road,  
New Liskeard ON   P0J 1P0   
705- 647-7195  
Email: tccorg@hotmail.ca

‘Tis the Season to RENEW Your 
Soil and  

Crop Improvement 
Association Membership!!!

Credit Card: Please complete the following information  
and send to your district secretary/treasurer 

Member Full Name: _______________________________________

Dollar Amount: ___________________________________________

Credit Card Type: Visa Mastercard

Credit Card Number: ______________________________________

Expiry Date: MM/YY ________  / _______

Verification Number: (last 3 digits on back of card) __________

Street Number and Name: _________________________________

Town/City: ___________________________Postal Code: ________

Email Address:____________________________________________

Email Receipt? Yes  No

Involved in Agriculture? 
Interested to hear about 
leading-edge ag manage-
ment practices? We invite you 
to renew your local Ontario 
Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association membership!

Benefits of OSCIA Membership 
are Many and Include:

•�Current�Information�on�Crop�
Production and Soil Health

•�Funding�to�Test�and�Share�
New Ideas to Increase 
Profitability

•�Crop�Tours�Showing�Practical�
Results of Research Trials

•�Quar te r l y � N ew s le t te r s�
on Timely Soil and Crop 

Management Topics

•�Eligibility�to�Participate� in�
Ontario Forage Masters 
Competition

•�Registration� Discounts� at�
Qualifying Conferences and 
Events

•�Free� Brunch� at� Canada’s�
Outdoor Farm Show

NEOSCIA memberships are 
based on the calendar year 
and will be up for renewal 
shortly! Come out to your 
local association’s annual 
meeting to renew in person 
OR renew online at www.os-
cia.wildapricot.org OR contact 
your local secretary:

 http://justin-burry.tripod.com

