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The weather, the sponsors and the support of the community 

made the Earlton Farm Show on April 15-16 a huge success! 

In addition to over 70 exhibitors offering everything from the 

latest in machinery to seed, feed, insurance, real estate, finan-

cial and political services, the show also had the 4H selling 

maple syrup, along with seminars, the Youth Ag Talk and 

meetings. 

Over 3,000 visitors and exhibitors participated in the 2 day 

show along with several pre school buses from Englehart, 

Kerns, Elk Lake and Earlton.   

Some of the attractions for visitors were the Annual Forage 

and Seed Show, Students Art Show and Interactive Grain Dis-

play (by Grain Farmers of Ontario) for children and small ani-

mal displays.  Let’s not forget about our live auctions which 

the equipment and supplies were contributed by the exhibi-

tors. 

A big thank you to our sponsors which help make the show a 

success!  Desjardins, Scotiabank, Pioneer, TD, FCC, Tench-

MacDiarmid, P&H Ltd., Lackner McLennan, Earlton Country 

Store, Bayer, Temiskaming Shores, Cote’s Variety Store, 

Koch Farms/Agri-Sales Inc., North Haven, OSCIA and Sights 

& Sounds.  

Thank you to the Charlton Ag Society for the great food at our 

Kick off Lunch, John Phillips Memorial Breakfast and through-

out the event—your service and friendly staff made this a suc-

cess. 

2016 Earlton Farm Show a Great Success 
By Norman Koch, Earlton Farm Show Chairman 

West Nipissing will be hosting the 2019 International Plowing Match!  Congratulations on 

this exciting and ambitious endeavor to showcase the best of Northern Ontario agriculture. 



Visit http://geovisage.nipissingu.ca for current and historical weather data 

Crop diversification and access to new markets is important 
to improve the resiliency of the agricultural industry in the 
North – the Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance, 

PhytoGene Resources and the New Liskeard Agricultural 
Research Station have collaborated over the past year on a 
project to develop an elite industrial hemp variety suited to 
Northern Ontario.   

PhytoGene Resources has been involved in hemp breeding 
in Northern Ontario since 2000 and have successfully 
developed and released two short season varieties (CanMa 
in 2010 and GranMa in 2014), both of which are currently 
grown in Quebec and Western Canada.  These are dioecious 
varieties, meaning that there are separate male and female 
plants.  The males degenerate soon after pollen shed and are 
reduced to dried out stalks by harvest time.  It is these stalks 
that cause most of the problems at harvest, since they can 
become wrapped in the equipment.  This problem can be 
avoided with the use of monoecious varieties, which have the 
male and female flowers on the same plant 

PhytoGene Resources evaluated four new monoecious 
populations at New Liskeard in 2015.  In addition to the 
agronomic evaluation, a collaborative project was undertaken 
to develop protocols for an innovative breeding method.  This 

approach should increase the efficiency of selection and 
reduce the time required for variety development very 
significantly.  The goal was to develop a protocol to recover 
elite plants near maturity from a breeding nursery.  Traditional 
propagation using cuttings is not effective, but tissue culture 
recovery has potential.  The New Liskeard Agricultural 
Research Station has expertise in tissue culture propagation 
of several species, and was an obvious collaborator for this 
initiative. 

Explants taken from 99 superior monoecious plants were 
used to develop protocols for sterilization, callus induction 
and then root and shoot initiation.  

Due to systemic plant-borne contamination, a series of trials 
had to be initiated to select the appropriate doses and 
exposures of a broad-spectrum biocide.  Despite this 
contamination challenge, over 20% of the plantlets that did 
form rooted within three weeks once cultured on a rooting 
medium.  A series of recommended steps and procedures to 
combat the plant-borne pathogen and promote the formation 
of plantlets from leaf explant calli from mature hemp plants 
has been developed to support variety development by 
PhytoGene Resources. 

Hemp Variety Development for Northern Ontario 
 

This project was funded in part through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-provincial-territorial initiative. The Agricultural 
Adaptation Council assists in the delivery of GF2 in Ontario. 

From the beginning of mining and smelting in Sudbury the 

surrounding landscape was frequently subjected to ground 

level air pollution. Plant life near the smelters was impossible 

and further away difficult at best of times. When an air 

inversion occurred the tree leaves would change colour and 

delicate plants such as garden plants would wither. A large 

area surrounding Sudbury was devoid of healthy tree life. 

However by the 1970’s smelting methods had changed and 

people wondered if the landscape could be healed. An 

advisory committee of city employees, Laurentian university 

professors, and other interested citizens was formed to 

develop and implement plans to facilitate the ecological 

recovery of Sudbury ‘s industrially damaged landscape. 

Residential development had occurred on the more 

accessible areas leaving rocks and swamps to deal with. Soil 

analysis revealed the severe acidic condition of the soils. 

Lime was brought in and spread manually before tree planting 

began. Tree seedlings, varieties of pine, were purchased or 

donated to be planted manually by crews of summer students 

and other community groups such as Boy Scouts. 

Areas close to the major arterial roads were targeted first. 

Spin off projects developed. Tree Seedlings were given away 

in the spring at shopping malls to residential property owners. 

Selected school yards were enhanced with shrubs and flower 

beds with the students enlisted to participate in the work and 

prizes awarded each year to the school that is judged for 

doing the best ob. 

After nearly 35 years the project has planted over 9 million 

trees with a survival success rate judged to be 97%. 

By James Found, President, Sudbury West 

The Re-greening of  Sudbury 
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At the various farm meetings across the North I have attended over the last few months the issue of wildlife 
damage to crops has been a regular topic of discussion.  Resolutions were passed at both Northern Caucus 
and OFA convention to pursue the issue with government.  While past estimates from various sources 
indicate the damage is significant province wide, the situation in the North is evolving and we need some 
indication now as to what the real situation is. 

We need to hear from individual farmers as to the challenges you are facing.  To this end we have created a 
wildlife damage survey on www.farmnorth.com.  You can complete it online, or send by email or regular 
mail to NOFIA or myself.  If you are able to provide pictures so much the better. 

If we are able to obtain a wildlife damage profile this season for each district we will be in a much better 
position to develop and present proposals to government. 

Please spread the message through your local groups and if you have any questions don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 

Mark Kunkel 

OFA Director Northern Ontario 

Mark.kunkel@ofa.on.ca 

705-724-2594 

Wildlife Crop Damage—Important to Report! 

OFA Wildlife Survey 

Municipality where you farm: _______________________________________________ 

Wildlife species responsible for the damage (list all): ___________________________________________ 

Crops targeted by wildlife (list all):____________________________________________ 

Crop area damaged by wildlife (specify approximate acres or hectares):____________________________ 

Total area you farm (specify acres or hectares):______________________________ 

Estimated dollar value of the loss/losses:_______________________________________ 

Complete on-line at www.farmnorth.com or mail to NOFIA at Box 2976 New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0 

NEOSCIA celebrated 50 years at the 

Earlton Farm Show!  Big shout out to 

the Earlton Farm Show Committee 

for the delicious gift of Thornloe 

Cheese! 

http://www.farmnorth.com/
mailto:Mark.kunkel@ofa.on.ca
tel:705-724-2594


 

In 2014 it was recommended by the OCGA that the growing 

of canola in the Temiskaming Shores region be ceased 

temporarily for at least three years beginning in the 2015 

growing season. Swede midge had reached such high 

densities that regular insecticide applications were having 

little effect on damage in the 2013 and 2014 growing 

seasons. Average yields in heavily infested areas were just 

19-27% of those in unaffected areas. Reducing canola 

acreage in the region aims to starve the swede midge 

population and reduce numbers to more manageable levels 

by removing its primary host. 

 

A period of three years or more is required for the moratorium 

due to the variable and prolonged diapause of the swede 

midge. A certain percentage of swede midge that enter the 

soil to pupate in infested fields will emerge either within the 

same season, or overwinter and emerge up to two years 

later. This means that canola grown 1-2 seasons later can be 

infested by swede midge that were present in that field two 

years prior. A period of three years or longer will help ensure 

that those overwintering swede midge are no longer present 

to re-infest crops. This is also why a minimum crop rotation of 

three years is recommended in infested areas. The short life 

cycle of the swede midge allows for relatively rapid population 

build-up where host plants are present, especially in areas 

where large areas of crucifers are grown in close proximity. A 

coordinated effort to rotate to non-host crops over multiple 

growing seasons is likely an effective strategy for the 

reduction of swede midge populations. Reducing the density 

and proximity of canola production in the northern region by 

extending rotations should also help prevent the massive 

annual build-up of swede midge that has been observed in 

the area. 

 

Despite reductions in the acreage of canola grown in the 

region from 30,000 to just a few thousand in 2015, average 

swede midge trap captures have remained extremely high. 

Pheromone traps were placed in several locations in the 

northern region in the summer of 2015 and were monitored 

weekly throughout the growing season. The number of 

trapped swede midge was consistently above 50 males/trap/

day from May until late July and reached a maximum of 

nearly 225 males/trap/day. This is well above the current 

recommended threshold of 5-10 males/trap/day. For 

comparison, average trap captures in southern Ontario were 

much lower, remaining well below 20 males/trap/day for most 

of the season and only reaching a maximum of 28 males/trap/

day on a single date. These trap captures suggest that swede 

midge numbers are still too high to consider planting canola in 

the area in the 2016 growing season. Delaying the planting of 

canola for another 1-2 years is advisable to reduce swede 

midge numbers in the region. 

 

 

 

Visit the OMAFRA Swede Midge Factsheet for 

further information. 

Northern Swede Midge Moratorium Update 
By Jon Williams & Dr. Rebecca Hallett, University of Guelph 

As I write this message near the end of May most, if not all, of 

the spring crops are in the ground across the Northeast. Little 

precipitation since the snow melted has left soil conditions 

quite dry in most areas. A few showers have now fallen and it 

looks more encouraging for crop growth as there is still plenty 

of time for crops to develop. North Eastern Ontario is such a 

large area that it is hard to generalize about weather and soil 

conditions. However this spring conditions seem similar 

across the whole region. 

In August, North Eastern Region will host the summer 

directors meeting of OSCIA. As 1st Vice President of OSCIA I 

have the opportunity to organize 2 days of tours for this event. 

Manitoulin District (Day 1) will include visits to an Aquaculture 

site, The Ojibwe Cultural Centre, a Craft Brewery and a short 

drive through some of the west end farming area. 

Sudbury District (Day 2) will see a visit to Vale (Inco) tailings 

site where Terratec Environmental are applying Sewage 

Sludge and conducting some crop growth trials. Next will be a 

visit to a potato growing and storing/packing operation. We 

will finish the afternoon with a visit to a winery. I see this as a 

great opportunity to show farm leaders and others who will be 

attending from all across Ontario the great things that are 

happening in Agriculture in the Northeast. 

OSCIA Summer Tour 
By Mack Emiry, OSCIA 1st Vice President 

http://fieldcropnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Swede-Midge-Infosheet-Final-2016.pdf


Think of measuring your pasture like keeping an inventory of 

the feed available on your farm: it is a real-time assessment 

of your pasture’s ability to feed your stock. Measuring your 

pasture can have a huge impact on your bottom line.  

Different tools exist to measure forage yield, and their 

benefits and drawbacks are summarized in Table 1. Once 

you have selected a measuring tool, pick a day that works 

for you and walk your pastures once a week. Take several 

measurements in each paddock and average them to get a 

DM yield for each paddock. To turn these numbers into 

useful information, make a bar graph, ordering the paddocks 

from highest to lowest yield. This graph is called a grazing 

wedge because of its shape. 

To assess your feed inventory, you will also need to have 

some targets for your grazing rotation. It is generally 

recommended to remove animals from a paddock once it is 

grazed down to 1 500 kg DM/ha (1340 lbs DM/ac) so that 

the grass still has enough energy to recover quickly. 

Typically graziers put stock into a paddock when there is 

between 2 500 and 3 500 kg DM/ha (2 230 and 3 120 lbs 

DM/ac) available so that the grass does not become too 

mature. Put an “x” on your grazing wedge at your target yield 

for fresh grazing beside your highest yielding paddock, and 

put another “x” on the wedge for your target residual next to 

your lowest yielding paddock. Draw a line between the two, 

and you can see how your grass reality matches with your 

grazing demands (Figures 1 and 2). A more detailed 

explanation is available in the online version of Breaking 

Ground. 

By comparing grazing wedges week-on-week, you can also 

determine the average rate the grass grew the previous 

week. Over time, this information will allow you to predict 

how your inventory will change based on previous years’ 

data. 

Measuring your pasture throughout the growing season 

enables pasture management that is proactive, and allows 

farmers and ranchers to maximize the productivity of their 

grazed forages. The Rural Agri-Innovation Network (RAIN) is 

in the final year of a three year pasture improvement project. 

This year the research team will be using a falling plate 

meter and a grazing wedge to assess pasture yield and 

inform rotation decisions.  

This project was funded in part through Growing Forward 2 

(GF2), a federal-provincial-territorial initiative. The 

Agricultural Adaptation Council assists in the delivery of GF2 

in Ontario. 

Method Advantages Disadvantages 

Ruler, rubber boot, anything that 
measures height 

Simplest tool to use, inexpensive Does not take sward density into 
account, which affects yield 

Rising plate meter Easy to use, often does the math for 
you 

Cost, most are only calibrated for 
ryegrass/clover mixes 

Falling plate meter Easy to use, inexpensive Requires some work initially to cre-
ate a calibration curve 

Quadrat, shears, and a scale Most accurate measure of forage 
yield 

Most time consuming, not practical 
for regular on-farm use 

Measuring Pasture Yield is Key to Grazing Management 
By Christine O’Reilly, RAIN Research Technician 

Table 1. Tools for measuring forage yield and considerations in their adoption 

Figure 1. Creating your grazing wedge. This example is on 
target for the coming week. 

Figure 2. Spotting surplus and shortfall, and making management 
decisions with them. 
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Verner Seed Fair Winners 
 

2015 Forage Master Competition 
James Parsons 

 
Hay and Forage Champion 

Normand Venne 
 

Cereal and Pulse Crop Champion 
Ferme Cascade (Jaques Seguin) 

 
Grand Champion All Classes  

Ferme Cascade (Jaques Seguin) 

A food traceability system includes an internal process to 

collect information and share some of that information 

externally in a ‘one up’ (trace inputs to supplier) and a ‘one 

down (trace outputs to first buyer) way.  It is becoming a 

market requirement from consumers and though traceability 

is often linked to technology, traceability itself is merely the 

collecting of information – technology is one mechanism to 

collect the information.     

A traceability system includes 3 pillars: 

1. Premise identification – can be obtained through 

www.ontarioppr.com;  

2. Animal/product ID: type of ID depends on business & 

customer needs and can include dangle ear tags, 

RFID, stickers, colour coding and barcodes; 

3. Movement recording/reporting: record of what, where 

shipped, when/who shipped and how much. 

 

Enright Cattle implemented an RFID traceability system in 

their beef operation that allows them to re-build the carcass 

and assess which type of carcass results in the highest 

profits.  With their traceability system, sales are up 16%, 

operating costs are down 17%, labour costs are down 18% 

and the estimated return on investment is 37%.  The time to 

trace 100% of the product in a mock traceability exercise 

went from 48 hours to less than 5 minutes. 

Heeman’s has implemented a traceability system that uses 

a barcode on each pallet to connect the pallets and 

respective quarts to the picker and offers the consumer an 

opportunity to provide feedback on their specific strawberry 

purchase.  Heeman’s has always implemented traceability, 

initially writing picker ID’s on the primary pallet, but this 

improved system is quicker, less prone to error and allows 

pickers to self-scan.  Management can now spend less time 

on employee management and focus more time on quality.  

The traceability system also collects information related to 

picking time per pallet, which improves internal transparency 

and reduces squabbles since pickers a paid a hybrid hourly-

piece rate.  For Heeman’s, improving traceability allows 

them to manage risk and increases confidence with 

customers and suppliers.     

Adopting Food Traceability Systems  
West Nipissing Agricultural Symposium Session, Vanessa Taylor, OMAFRA & Tom Heeman, Heeman’s Strawberry & Garden Centre  

By Stephanie Vanthof 

The West Nipissing Chamber of Commerce held the 2 

day West Nipissing Agricultural Symposium in March 

2016 in Sturgeon Falls.  This is a summary of one of 

the sessions—stay tuned to future editions of Breaking 

Ground for further information on New Crops—

Haskaps & Hops, Horticulture in Northern Ontario 

and Adding Value. 

http://www.ontarioppr.com
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NOFIA Advisory Council Update 

NOFIA has spent the last few months establishing an Advisory Council to act as a conduit for information 

sharing between NOFIA and Northern districts and to provide direction to NOFIA’s future planning and 

programming.  Thank you to everyone who participated and to those producers who are now sitting on the 

Council.  Feel free to chat with your district representative about potential research needs or projects.   

 Ken Riley   Muskoka 

 Patrick Connolly  Algoma 

 Mike Soenens  Sudbury 

 Joel Olivier   West Nipissing/East Sudbury 

 Doug Weddel  East Nipissing/Parry Sound 

 Jim Martin   Manitoulin Island 

 Amos Brielmann  Rainy River 

 Fritz Jaspers  Thunder Bay 

 Jim Johnston  Temiskaming 

 Eddie Haasen  Cochrane 

 TBD    Kenora-Dryden 

 

NOFIA’S CURRENT PROJECTS 

● Rapid development of forest to farmland 

● Intensive oat management 

● Yellow mustard  trials 

● Malting barley, canola, wheat & flax trials 

● Biomass demonstration 

● Northern Ontario dairy processing strategy 

NOFIA will also be hosting two year round 

grazing workshops in New Liskeard & Rainy 

River and is working with NEOSCIA to host a 

Northeastern Crop Caravan this summer. 

NOFIA is current administering its 5th and 6th 

NOHFC Tile Drainage/Land Clearing 

Consortium.  To date, over 10,000 acres have 

been improved and NOFIA has disbursed over 

$3.7 million in NOHFC funding to local 

producers.   

Please visit www.nofia-agri.com for more 

information on current and past projects.   

 

FarmNorth is changing!  Stay 

tuned this summer for a 

revamped website that will 

include a real estate directory for 

Northern Ontario ag listings and 

easier access to Northern 

Ontario ag research.   FarmNorth 

will remain the one-stop shop for 

Northern Ontario ag info! 
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FOOD and RURAL AFFAIRS 

North Eastern Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association 

Serving the Northern Agricultural Community since 1966 

Upcoming Events! 
Meet & Greet with OMAFRA Specialists: 

Joanna Follings, Cereal Specialist 

Jake Munroe, Field Crop Soil Fertility 

Specialist 

Ben Rosser, Field Crop Corn Industry  

Program Lead 

Meghan Moran, Field Crop Canola & 

Edible Bean Specialist 

Temiskaming Crop Tour 

10:30 am  Board the Bus at Koch’s  

11:00 am  BBQ Lunch at Grant Farms 

12:00 pm  Tour of Grant Farm Plots 

2:00 pm  Tour of NLARS with John Kobler 

4:30 pm  Dinner at Koch Grain Elevators 

6:30 pm   Twilight Crop tour 

9:30 pm  Evening snack at Koch’s 

10:00-3:00 Open house at Grant Farms 

For more information, contact: 

July 18  Manitoulin  John McNaughton- mcnaugjs@gmail.com 

July 19 Algoma   David Trivers- david.trivers@ontario.ca 

July 20 Sudbury   Mack Emiry- mackbeth@hotmail.ca 

July 21 Temiskaming  Brittany Roka- broka@farmnorth.com 

July 22 Verner   Norm Delorme- normdiane@hotmail.com 

Sept 17th 2016 
Johnson Twp. Community Centre 

Muskoka Farms Matter! 
Farm Family Fund Day & BBQ 

August 28, 2016 10:00—4:00 

Please contact Steve and Becky at 705-789-4872 or 

info@blanketsecurity.ca to for more info or to 

register! 
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