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The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA) Annual General Meeting was held in 

February in London, ON. During the meeting, a number of informative sessions were held, 

including:   

Chad Anderson: Cow-calf vs. Cash Crop – Who wins? Involved in a recent study that gathered 

data from 15 beef farms and found that management intensive beef can be competitive with 

producing grain and oilseeds.  In 6 of 11 years beef equaled or exceeded the net return from corn, 

in 5 of 11 years beef equaled or exceeded the net return of soybeans and in 4 of 11 years equaled 

or exceeded  the net return of both.  

Patrick Lynch, Certified Crop Advisor – What leads you to make better farming decisions? Has 

found a 0.75% loss in organic matter in agricultural soils over the last 12-14 years and as such, 

crops that increase organic matter, such as deep rooted perennials, should be incorporated into 

management practices.   

Ian McDonald, OMAFRA/Fritz Trauttsmansdorff – Forages for Profit and Soil Health – Forages can 

be used to generate profit and combat issues of soil degradation and loss of organic matter.  The 

Ontario Hay Coop is looking at export markets for hay -  the key to exporting good quality hay is to 

have access to a dryer and get the harvest done on time.   

Presentations were also made on a number of Tier 1 & Tier 2 projects funded by the OSCIA, the 

2017 Forage Masters Competition, the Annual Soil Champion Award and Growing Forward 2.    

Mack Emiry (Massey) is the 2017 OSCIA President and Birgit Martin (Manitoulin) has stepped into 
the Northeastern Director position.  Welcome and congratulations!    

By Stephanie Vanthof 

Ontario Soil and Crop 2017 Annual General Meeting 
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By Nathan Mountain, NLARS Cropping Systems Research Technician 

New Liskeard Agricultural Research Station 2016 Summary 

The New Liskeard Agricultural Research Station 

experienced a transition in 2016, as long-serving 

agronomist John Kobler transferred to the University 

of Guelph’s Ridgetown Campus in August. As such, I 

was pleased to officially accept the role of Cropping 

Systems Technician  in the NLARS Agronomy Unit 

as of December 2016.  

 Over the past year, a range of yields-focused 

research was conducted on locally significant crops. 

In 2016, the average rainfall fell below the local 25 

year average (data from 1990-2015) between May 

and September (Figure 1). With the CHU’s being 

similar the 25 year average, and slightly above in 

May and September, 2016 experienced drought like 

conditions affecting cultivar yields. Planting dates, 

soil, and air temperatures in May are depicted in 

Figure 2. The following graphs show yields results for 

cereal performance, soybean performance, faba 

beans, yellow peas, and the Intensive Oat 

Management trials.  

In addition to the crop committee’s cereal and 

soybean research trials, additional research 

initiatives for 2017 include food grade buckwheat, 

white bean, and soybean trials at NLARS and the 

Verner Test Site. There is also interest in performing 

another Corn Performance under plastic trial at 

NLARS. 

Moving forward, I would like to maintain the “open 
door” policy we’ve had at NLARS; we actively 
welcome interest in our research. I look forward to 
continuing the NLARS tradition collaborating with 
local agricultural groups on both research initiatives, 
and furthering agricultural networking and education 
through participation in activities such as the 
Temiskaming Crop Coalition’s annual crop tours. 

 

Figure 1: Average precipitation at NLARS over 2016 growing period 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2: Planting dates in relation to soil and air temperature at NLARS 

 

Figure 3: Climatic data collected from NLARS HOBO weather station and 
Nipissing University's GeoVisage weather station 





By Stephanie Vanthof 

The 10th annual Premier’s Awards for Agri-Food 

Innovation Excellence were awarded at the end of 

2016.  These awards are Ontario’s highest honour 

for outstanding innovative contributions to the agri-

food sector that help support job creation, add value 

to existing products and support a sustainable 

environment.  45 Regional winners were selected 

across the province, with a number of recipients in 

Northern Ontario.  

The Northern Ontario Farm Innovation Alliance 

received a Regional Premier’s Award for 

FarmNorth.com.  The site acts as a ‘one-stop shop’ 

for new and existing producers within and outside of 

Northern Ontario to find information related to 

agriculture in the North.  It helps connect producers 

with the resources they need to expand their 

commercial operation and is often the first point of 

reference for people looking to expand into Northern 

agriculture production.     

Other Northern Ontario Regional winners include 
Acres of Dreams (Timmins); Algoma Highlands 
(Wawa); Fromagerie Kapuskoise Inc. 
(Kapuskasing); Meeker’s Management Service 
(Manitoulin); Cloverbelt Local Food Co-op (Dryden) 
and My Price Farm (Thunder Bay).     

This strategic plan will identify new market 
opportunities with the purpose of ensuring job 
preservation and creation for the North. The plan 
will identify sustainability and market growth 
potential for both the bovine and non-bovine dairy 
sector together as a whole. The potential to sell 
dairy products into other markets within Ontario, 
Canada and globally will also be explored. 

The approach to creating this strategic plan will be 
to collaborate with the Northern Dairy community 
and leading experts to look at creating realistic and 
implementable ways to add value to Northern milk.  

Two kickoff meetings were held on December 6, 
2016 and January 24, 2017 with the Northern Dairy 
Processing Project steering committee. The steering 
committee consists of representatives from NOFIA, 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario, Ministry of Northern 

Development and Mines, Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, FedNor and the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture.  

If you have questions, or would like contribute your 
thoughts and ideas on this project please contact 
Stephanie Vanthof at nofia.on@gmail.com or 
Barbara Kephart at barbara.kephart@odscore.com. 

NOFIA awarded a Regional Premier’s Award for  

Agri-Food Innovation Excellence  

Northern Ontario Dairy Processing Strategy 

mailto:nofia.on@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.kephart@odscore.com
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Rapid Development of  Forest into Farmland: 

OSCIA 3 Year Research Project Update 

Funding for this project was provided through a Tier Two grant supported by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs and the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association. 

By Stephanie Vanthof 

Objective: assess the soil impacts and crop growth potential of land after clearing using mulching/subsoiling; 

develop a business case to assess the economics, such as return on investment, of various methods of land 

clearing.   

Sites: 12 acres in Temiskaming District, William Runnalls; 10 acres in Cochrane (Leitch), Carl Dodds 

Equipment: Surface mulching completed with the CMI C400L & the CMI Twister II C175, which use impact 

hammers rather than blades to extend the longevity of the equipment.  Roots were broken down and 

woody residue was incorporated in the soil using the FAE SFM 225 subsoiler.    

Dodd’s Property: July 6, 2015, post timber, pre mulch 

Dodd’s Property: July 23, 2015, post mulch, pre subsoiling; some areas have up to 8” of woody residue on surface 

For the purposes of this update, the information  will focus on the Cochrane site, but the results from 

Temiskaming followed the same trends—further details can be found at www.farmnorth.com.   

Plant Details: 

 Planted on June 18, 2016, oats at 80 pounds/acre, red 

clover at 10 pounds/acre 

 150 pounds of 8-32-16 broadcast and lightly disked 

 150 pounds of 11-52-0 added with drill 

 ~5 acres of mulch planted in clover , ~ 5 acres of 

mulch planted in clover & oats, ~ 2 acres 

conventionally cleared  in 2015 and planed in clover & 

oats 



Based upon the 2016 soil sampling, tissue analysis and plant count, the soil impacts and crop potential  of 

mulched land and traditionally cleared land was assessed. The preliminary results indicate that within the first 

year of the land being cleared, mulching has little impact on soil fertility within the parameters that were 

assessed.  However, there was an impact on yield potential as the conventionally cleared land had higher 

plant counts and higher average and maximum plant heights.  This resulted in a higher yield on 

conventionally cleared land compared to mulched land. 

3,520 pounds/acre of  oats Conventional 

2,750 pounds/acre of  oats Mulched 

Both plant count and plant growth impact the yield potential.  

Plant count is likely impacted by seed placement and seed 

displacement—seedbed preparation is key and with large 

chunks of woody residue remaining on the surface of the field, 

establishment was spotty in certain areas because the drill 

was displaced.  This uneven seedbed preparation could also 

impact plant growth as seeds are planted at various depths.  

2017 Work: 

 Additional year in cash crops to 

assess yields, soil impacts 

 Further assessment of difference in 

plant vigour 

 Business case for different methods 

of land clearing 

Tips for mulching: 

 Complete mulching in the fall, let the residue winter on 
the ground and subsoil in the spring 

 Plant a high biomass crop for the first year or two to 

give wood residue time to break down and further in-

corporate within soil 

 Consider broadcast or aerial seeding to reduce seed 

displacement caused by mulched seedbed. 



Earlton Farm Show 2017/Expo Agricole D’Earlton 2017 
Friday April 21st, 10 am—9 pm 

Saturday April 22nd, 8 am-4 pm  

Free admission (donation for the local food bank) 

(in Northeastern Ontario) 

KICK OFF LUNCH 

11:30 am—1:30 pm  Friday 

Buffet of salads, sandwiches, soup, desserts, tea & 

coffee 

Lunch is sponsored in part by/offert en partie par: 

Len Wilson Memorial Breakfast 

7:30 am-10 am Saturday 

Soyez un leve-tot et venez celebrer la  memoire de 

Len Wilson. 

Celebrate Len Wilson’s legacy and learn more 

about this valued pioneer over breakfast. 

Breakfast sponsored by/petit dejeuner offert par: 

Show sponsored in part by: 

TCC 

View the annual Forage and Seed show, student art show and over 60 exhibits.   

Come bid on farm equipment and supplies contributed by exhibitors at the two live auctions each day.   

Friday/Vendredi 3:00 pm & 8:00 pm      

Saturday/Samedi 11:00 am & 3:00 pm 

For registration and complete event details please visit: 

www.cultivatingthegreatclaybelt.com or contact Zoé Kavanagh at 

NeCN@northclaybelt.com or 705-274-0141 
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N.E.O.S.C.I.A— Executive 

President: 
Dan Cook ................................................. (705) 272-3964 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Neil Tarlton .............................................. (705) 692-7276 

Ontario Soil and Crop Association  
Regional Director 

Algoma, Manitoulin, Sudbury, Nipissing, Parry Sound, 
Muskoka, Cochrane, Temiskaming: 

Birgit Martin .............................................. (705) 282-1508 

District Soil & Crop Assoc. Contacts 

 

Algoma: 
Harold Stewart ......................................... (705) 842-0392 

Cochrane: 
Adrian Struyk ........................................... (705) 272-5672 

Manitoulin: 
Marca Williamson ..................................... (705) 859-2528 
wfarms@amtelecom.net 

Muskoka: 
Ken Pearcey ............................................ (705) 385-2844 

Nipissing  West/Sudbury East: 
Steven Roberge ....................................... (705) 594-9370 

Parry Sound/Nipissing East: 
Klaus Wand.............................................. (705) 724-2314 

Sudbury West: 
James Found ........................................... (705) 969-4597 

Temiskaming: 
Sheila Randell .......................................... (705) 647-7195 

 
 

 
 

Northern Ontario Regional Office 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

P.O Box 521, Hwy 64 
Caldwell Township Building, Verner, ON P0H 2M0 

TOLL FREE/General Inquiry .................... 877-424-1300 
FAX ......................................................... (705) 594-9675 
firstname.lastname@ontario.ca  

 

Regional Manager, Northern Ontario 
Monique Legault 

 
Client Service Representative 

Gisèle St.George & Monique Roberge 
 

Agriculture Development Advisor (North Region) 
Julie Poirier Mensinga  

 
Agriculture Development Advisor 

(Nipissing, Parry Sound & Sudbury East) 
Pierrette Desrochers 

 
THESSALON 
1 Collver Rd., RR#1, Thessalon, ON P0R 1L0 
Agriculture Development Advisor 
Algoma......................................................... Dave Trivers 
GORE BAY 
Box 328, 35 Meredith St., Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 
Agriculture Development Advisor 
(Manitoulin & West Sudbury) ............................. Brian Bell 
NEW LISKEARD 
Box 6008, 280 Armstrong St., New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0 
Agriculture Development Advisor 
(Temiskaming & Cochrane) .......................... Daniel Tassé  
Agriculture Development Advisor 
(North Region) .............................................. Barry Potter 
 

 
 

Ministry of AGRICULTURE, 

FOOD and RURAL AFFAIRS 

North Eastern Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association 
Serving the Northern Agricultural Community since 1966 

NEOSCIA hosted a Skills Development Training Session on 

March 9, 2017 in Sudbury.  This workshop, lead by Brittany 

Roka and Rob Black, focused on holding effective meetings 

and the structure and role of OSCIA as part of a pilot project 

to increase membership and engagement within OSCIA.  

2017 Forage Masters Competition  

The Ontario Forage Masters is a program promoting 

excellence in the growing, harvesting and storage of forages 

by acknowledging outstanding producers that employ winning 

management practices.  

The newly refined program takes a page from the very 

successful Environmental Farm Plan, with the emphasis on 

producer education. The application contains a great deal of 

valuable information, divided between 3 modules, followed 

by 45 questions in total.  These 45 questions will be used for 

scoring purposes to determine the top 11 Regional winners.  

Submission deadline is July 15, 2017!  Applications can be 

found at:  

http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/

Verner Seed Fair 

April 12, 2017, 9:30 am 

Verner Arena 




